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Higher Innovation Level across EU 
Panel discussants: 
Wim Haentjens, European Commission, DG RTD
Barna Kovacs, PhD, BioEast Initiative 
George Sakellaris, Bioeconomy Hub Czech Republic
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ShapingBio findings
Shares in bioeconomy indicators by innovator type

Sources: last available data from Eurostat, STI, Dealroom, Horizon Dashboard, JRC
* Horizon Europe funding for bioeconomy
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ShapingBio recommendations

• Member states or rural regions with low/medium innovativeness may....
• make the benefits of bioeconomy more tangible

• focus on more value from biomass in the countries themselves

• continue to build up bioeconomy innovation capacities  in the countries 
• mostly already started activities to form networks, hubs 
• to develop Strategic Research and Innovation Agenda 
• enhance connections between the different Member States and regions with different 

innovation profiles, e.g. via partnerships

• explore unique pathway with regional profile
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ShapingBio recommendations

Foster regional engagement: 

Regions have a highly important role in the bioeconomy, which will increase in the 
implementation

EU member states should pay more attention to engagements of their regions in 
bioeconomy 

EC is important for regional  funds in regional and should continue this, e.g. with
• funding systems, such as the Regional Innovation Valleys for Bioeconomy and Food Systems
• support of collaboration of networks/clusters/hubs as they have important role
• Support of capacity building in regional administration
• Fostering Good Practice exchange of various stakeholder groups


